May 2011 NEWSLETTER

How to wear floral... and NOT look like Helena Bonham Carter
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Floral nightmare: Helena Bonham Carter at the Golden Globes

A veritable nursery of bedding plants carpeted catwalks this season, with pretty maxi-skirts at Erdem, Monet-style silk chiffon dresses at Ferretti and bold blooms at Cavalli.

It’s a feminine look which should be easy to pull off, but can easily tip from being fashionionable to frumpy.

The problem is that there’s something innately cutesy about florals — especially if you opt for the smaller prints.

Helena Bonham Carter tried to make floral print look edgy in this red-carpet number, but it doesn’t work. She should have stuck to a classic print, but added a strong lipstick to toughen up the look.

If you’re not sure whether cutesy prints are for you, then look for a bigger print that makes a statement.

Shrinking violet? Pick a floral blouse or tunic, pair it with something you feel comfortable in, such as a pair of jeans, and layer a cardigan over the top to lessen the impact (opt for a plain colour that picks up one of the shades in the pattern).

Follow these simple rules and everything will come up roses — not to mention tulips and lilies and the rest of the garden . . .
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      LEFT: Dress, £130, Pied a Terre at House of Fraser, Shoes, £24.99, New Look, Necklace, £16, John Lewis, Bag, £18, Next

[image: image3.jpg]


 Left: Top, £55, Joules at John Lewis Leggings, £32.90, and cardigan, £64.90, Massimo Dutti, Belt, £15, Wallis, Boots, £120, Bertie



